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THE HINDI VISHVAKOSHA

(ENCYCLOPAEDIA INDICA )
{ Mabatma Gasdif's sypreclafies of the work and b5 anfhor )

‘Beference has already been made to Srijut
Vasu s Hmdi Cyclopedia in my notsce of Hindt
Prachar Conterence. { knew of this great work
two years ago. I knew too that the author
was aflmg and bed-ridden, I was so struck
with Srijut Vasu s labours that I had & mind to
sce the anthor persopally and know all about
his work. 1 had theretore promiced myself thrs
piignmage dunng my visit to Caleutta for the
Congrers [t was only on my way to the Khade
Pratishthan at Sodepar that I wayableto carry
out my promise. 1 was amply rewarded 1 took
the author by surprise for 1 had made no
appointment. 1 found lm scated on his bed
in a practxcally unturnished and quite anpreten-
tious room, There wereno chaits  There nas
just by his bedmde o cupboard full of books and
txhind a small desk, He offered me o sent on
tisbed  and | sat fostend om & stool pear it
He is & mortyr to Astbma of which he
showed ample mgns during my Umefl stay with
him, Ifeel better when I talk to vsitors and
forget my disense for the moment. When yon
feave me, I shall salter more” sald Srijut Vasn,
This is o summary description he gave me of his

enterprise: ‘I was 19 when | began my Bengall
Cydopacdia, 1 finished the last volome when I
wasdh It war n great success There wasa
demand tor a [indl edition, The late Justice
Sarnda Charan Mitra suggested that [ vhounld
myeelt publishit. 1began my labours when 1
was47 and am now 63 It will take three
years more to finish thm work, 1fI do not get
more subscribers or other help 1 stand to lose
Rs, 25 000 at the present moment Bat 1 do not
mind 1 have tasth that when I come to the end
of my resources God will send me belp These
labours of mine arc my Sadhana I worship
God through them Ilive for my work ® There
wa no despondency about Brijut Vasn but a ro-
bust {aith i us mission, 1 was thankfol for this
pgrimage which [ shonld never have missed
As1 was talking to bum I could not but recall
Doctor Murray’s labours on hus great work., |
am not eare who i1 the greater of the two [ do
not know enough of cither But why any compa
tuon between giants ¢ Enough for ps to know
that nations aremade from such glan o, The
addresy of the printing works Lehind which the

nuthor Lives 13 @ Vishvokosh Lane Bagh Bazar
Calcutta,

M. K, GANDHI,
( “Young Indin®™ dated I0th Jaounry, 1020}
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* +Nay, such was the harmony which prevar-
led between the adherants of the two creeds,
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aral gaeaEts @ a7 tha e iy
gz 38 3, gaza OdR gar s fig
qu-mgz  fage® sgowter dagra ggdd
saw 407 frgwor e wER €1 g WAl
arfas vt ameer gx € @a@ gam &1 faan
ged famua ar 912 Qi i [Ead asad®
7338 7z vaAA #ic afqa @9 wad A @
81 w& @1 |rg3ar 0P anglus gaars
3a ~¢ fgegalisr fag ot ausfaa gan ar ) 3@
%1 fraa £, 5 gaerdd afba @9 a®8d
farzatd TRer W 3w adl | AWmHE AT
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wing tnafeg frama 1w 252 36N

TP fase® aawd aEg-1 aFt wdied
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that we find Brahmameal practices and many
of the prqudices of caste adopted by the con-
querors ata very carly period, wlile on the
other hand the Hindus learned to speak with
respect of \lohamed and the prophets of Islam,
And what 1s perhaps sull n,ore remathable,
the Mohammcdan scctaries, the Sonmtes and
the Scluites, laid aside wonted animositses
wheun they entered the Penmsitla 1he change
which thus gradually took place i the rehigi-
ous {eelings ot all parties, encouraged the empe-
ror, Akbar, to make an attumpt at the esta-
blishment of a new rehgion, * * * *  The
object of this religious reformer was to umite
mto one body Mohammedans,

strians, Juws and Christians

Hindus, Zoroa-

The creed of
Akbar, indeed, hears considerable resemhlance
to that of the Persian Sutis or to that of the
Hindus of the Vedant: School

The Faiths of the World, Vol, VII, p, 469,
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